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 Thinking Maps can be used to unpack standards while also
integrating them into curriculum to promote meaning making
and critical thinking. 

1. What prerequisite knowledge do students need to master this

standard? What type of content will they analyze? 

2. How much time will be allocated to this lesson? 

3. What is the essential question (the main idea) for this standard?

Why is mastering this standard critical to any unit connected to it?

Guiding
Questions

Adapted from “Language for Learning,
2  Edition” by Thinking Mapsnd
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English-Language Arts 

Teacher unpacks standard using Tree Map

Students use Maps to unpack standards 

Flow Map for sequencing Bubble Map for
describing

Brace Map for
parts of a whole

Adapted from “Language for Learning,
2  Edition” by Thinking Mapsnd
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Math

USING THINKING MAPS FOR
TEACHER TO STUDENT
STANDARD ALIGNMENT

Teacher unpacks standard using Tree Map

Students use Maps to unpack standards 

Tree Map for Classifying Circle Map for Defining

Adapted from “Language for Learning,
2  Edition” by Thinking Mapsnd
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Science

Adapted from “Language for Learning,
2  Edition” by Thinking Mapsnd

Teacher unpacks standard using Tree Map

Students use Maps to unpack standards 

USING THINKING MAPS FOR
TEACHER TO STUDENT
STANDARD ALIGNMENT

Bridge Map to show relationships

Tree Map for Classifying

Interested in learning more? Let us know!


